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November 2, 2014


Differentiated Instruction Lesson Plan 
	  Subject

        English Language Arts/ Literature
	Topic & Concept(s)
Higher level Questions/ Intro to Frankenstein  
	Grade:

12th (Mrs. Audsley 2nd Block) (85 minutes)

	Standards:


	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

	Content Objectives:


	*SWBAT develop higher level questions that probe the literary value of a given children’s book.
*SWBAT summarize and identify the central ideas in the opening sections of Frankenstein given guiding questions in groups.
	Language

Objectives:
	*SWBAT read a children’s book.
*SWBAT write higher level questions and answers.

*SWBAT jigsaw read the opening letters of Frankenstein.

*SWBAT discuss the questions provided in the reading guide.

	Assessment Plan:

(Formative and/or Summative)
	Informal Formative Assessment: Teacher observation of student written questions, of discussion in literature groups.  Check the student responses on reading guide.  (Next class, Students will show their understanding of the opening letters of Frankenstein by completing a carousel activity where each group will have the opportunity to share what they learned with the other groups.)

	Integration of Literacy:

· Reading

· Writing

· Listening

· Speaking

· Viewing

· Visual Rep.
	Reading – children’s books/Frankenstein
Writing – questions/ answers in reading guide

Listening – to teacher and peers and group mates

Speaking – sharing and discussing answers
Viewing – picture books/PowerPoint
	Vocabulary
	Higher Level Questions

Themes

Character Analysis

Point of View

Robert Walton

Victor Frankenstein

	Materials/Technology:
	Document Camera/digitized book, dialectical journal/questioning packets (students have them), Children’s books, Frankenstein copies and reading guides (Mrs. Audsley has them), PowerPoint

	Differentiation:

	By content based on interest – groups will be given books that match their interests and personalities.
By process based on learning profile – the students will work with the support of their table groups for social learners

By process based on learning profile – the books are visual and tangible for visual and kinesthetic learners


Part 1: Approximately 40 minutes (Higher Level Questions)
	Introduction:


	Our goal today is apply the things we learned last class and develop higher level questions to analyze the themes and characters of a work of literature.  We’re going to practice on some of my favorite children’s books, but when we are reading Frankenstein we are going to use the same exact process to develop questions and analyze the novel.

	Anticipatory Set: (Background knowledge)


	Asking good questions is an important skill when you are studying literature.  Talk to your table for 30 seconds.  Come up with three reasons why we need higher level questions.  (Have each table share one idea).  Practicing higher level critical thinking also helps in every subject area.  On Wednesday in our Socratic seminar, we saw how important it is to be able to ask and answer more complex thinking questions.   Get out your dialectical journal/questioning packets.  Take 60 seconds and talk with the person across from you about the three story house and pages about Costa’s levels of questioning. (Have each pair share with their table).


Lesson Procedure   (The following three categories occur simultaneously)
	Instruction
	Modeling
	Checking for Understanding

	1. Hit the highlights of the levels of questioning again.  

2. Read The Giving Tree with the class via document camera or digitized copy.  Have students read aloud.
	1. Show some examples.
2. Show the pictures/pages.  
	1. Observe students during review and give a chance for anyone to ask questions.
2. Ask students if they liked the book.

	Guided Practice


	Now we are going to analyze that piece of literature.  On a piece of paper, come up with a level 1, level 2, and level 3 question based on the book we just read.  Use the vocabulary in your packet.  Try to get to themes and deeper levels of meaning when you ask your questions.  (Give students time to write their questions – walk around and check student work).  Everyone should share their level 2 or 3 question with their table.  Talk about the answers for the questions together.

	Independent Practice:  
	Distribute a new children’s book to each table.  Using the question writing guide sheet, have the students read the book together and come up with 3 questions of each level independently (with the support of their group as needed).  (Give students time to read and write their questions – walk around and check student work).  Students should ask their questions and discuss the book in their tables.  (If time allows, have students make groups of 6 – one student from each table and give a summary of their story and discussion to the members of the other groups.)

	Closure:
	Whether you are looking at a children’s book, or a novel, or Shakespeare – higher level questions are a key to getting beneath the surface to the really important things in literature.  As we read Frankenstein, we are going to continue practicing the skill of asking good questions.  Turn your question sheets into the tray.  And take a quick break.

	Self-Reflection:


	What went well? Why? The students loved the stories books!  They were so enthusiastic about it!  The books were a good match for the students.  They worked really well in their groups.  What didn’t go well? Why? I still need to work on classroom management.  Especially, just timing and keeping an intentional pace throughout the lesson. There was some confusion at the beginning of the lesson because they needed more direct examples to get a feel for what the levels of questions looked like, before they were totally working alone.  Did the lesson accomplish its objectives?  What can I do to help students who are still struggling with this topic? The lesson did accomplish the objectives.  When I checked the student’s work after class, I was impressed with their questions.  They struggled the most with level 2 questions, and I think the best strategy moving forward is to show the students more explicit examples of the leveled questions during discussion and in class activities.  On Friday, Mrs. Audsley will get the first group of leveled questions over Frankenstein and I think all students have what they need to generate good questions.  But further reteaching may be necessary based on assessment.
How can I improve this lesson for future use?  If I were to teach this lesson again in the future, I would include more explicit examples in the beginning portion of the lesson.  I was trying to be intentional to allow time and space for student participation and student generated examples, but I think I need more balance in order to help correct errors early in the learning process.  But even still, we all got there eventually.  It would just make it smoother if I had more explicit instruction, and  relied less on the assumption that they would remember everything from the previous lesson.


Part 2: Approximately 45 minutes (Frankenstein Opening Letters)
	Introduction:


	Everybody stand up, stretch, go to the bathroom or get a drink.  We are going to jump into Frankenstein in 2 minutes.  Our goal for the rest of class is to read and summarize the opening sections of Frankenstein, and be able to identify the main ideas and themes.  We are going to do this in groups, and your group needs to become experts on your section.  You are going to be responsible to teach your section to the group on Monday.

	Anticipatory Set: (Background knowledge)


	Tell the person sitting next to you a few things that come to mind when you think of Frankenstein.  What do you already know about the story?  Make a prediction about what you think will happen or what you think the major theme will be.  (Give students about 2 minutes to discuss with their partner).  


Lesson Procedure   (The following three categories occur simultaneously)
	Instruction
	Modeling
	Checking for Understanding

	1.  Talk about the point of view in the beginning of Frankenstein – Robert Walton and Victor Frankenstein.
2. We are going to divide up into 4 groups.  Each group is going to read one of the letters.  Your goal is to become an expert in your letter.  Annotate as you read, fill out the reading guide.  Think of some higher level questions or important lines.
	1.  Show some pictures and introductory information via PowerPoint
2. Distribute the reading guides and show some examples of annotations.  
	1. Why do you think Mary Shelley starts the book this way?  
2. What is the point of annotating?  

	Guided Practice


	In the support of their groups, students should read and annotate their letters.  They should discuss the questions on the reading guide with their groups, and write thoughtful answers.  (Walk around and check that groups are on task and discussing using higher level strategies).  Each group should be able to summarize their letter and identify the central ideas in their section (Students should write these ideas down in a notebook as a paragraph or list).

	Independent Practice:  
	As time allows, have students begin reading chapters 1 and 2 on their own.  Students should annotate as they read and make notes for their dialectical journals.

	Closure:
	Get back with your original partner.  Based on what you know now, make a new prediction about how you think the story will unfold and what themes will be important to follow as we go along.  On Monday, we are going to do an activity where each group will have a chance to teach the rest of the class about their letter.  So hang on to your reading guides.

	Self-Reflection:


	What went well? Why? Students worked very well with their groups.  They stayed focused and attentive throughout the whole lesson.  What didn’t go well? Why? Nothing went especially badly.  There were a lot of handouts to distribute and I felt a little flustered because I kept grabbing the wrong stack.  But it was a minor thing.  Did the lesson accomplish its objectives?  What can I do to help students who are still struggling with this topic? Yes!  We had time for each group to give a 30 second summary of their letter.  Everyone did a great job.  In the next class, we did a review activity and showed an outline of the significant aspects of the letters.  How can I improve this lesson for future use?  I think that this aspect of the lesson was really good.  I can always improve in areas of time and classroom management.  But I would teach this lesson again, as is.



