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Differentiated Instruction Lesson Plan 
	  Subject

        English Language Arts
	Topic & Concept(s)
Writing an Introduction/Thesis
	Grade:

12th (Mrs. Audsley 2nd Block)

	Standards:


	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

	Content Objectives:


	*Given example introductory paragraphs, SWBAT identify attention grabbing statements of various styles and which Aristotelian appeal each statement employs.
* Given the main ideas of a topic, SWBAT develop a concise thesis statement. 
	Language

Objectives:
	*SWBAT read example paragraphs and PowerPoints.
*SWBAT  write an effective thesis.
*SWBAT discuss (speak and listen) the organization of the introductory paragraph with their peers.

	Assessment Plan:

(Formative and/or Summative)
	Informal Formative Assessment: Teacher observation of student responses and group discussions.  Check the student’s accuracy in writing a thesis statements and appropriate attention getting statements.

	Integration of Literacy:

· Reading

· Writing

· Listening

· Speaking

· Viewing

· Visual Rep.
	Reading – Notes, example sentences
Writing – Thesis sentences
Listening – to teacher, to peers
Speaking – To their group mates, to the whole class

Viewing – PowerPoint
	Vocabulary
	Introduction
Attention grabber
Attention getter

Hook

Thesis

Supporting Points
Ethos

Logos

Pathos

	Materials/Technology:
	PowerPoint, Writing Packets, sentence strips

	Differentiation:

	By process based on learning profile – for kinesthetic and social learners the sentence strip activity allows them to be up and moving around, engaging with peers in a positive purposeful way.

By process based on learning profile – students may choose to work alone or with a partner in independent practice.
By process based on learning profile – provide visual scaffolding via PPT to support visual learners.

By content based on interest – selected topics are of relevance and interest in order to maximize motivation.
By product based on interest – students can use creativity in writing their thesis and attention grabbers and express their individual style as writers.


	Introduction:


	What did you do this weekend?  / Last chance to look over Vocab (2-3minutes)

Vocab Quiz (5-6 minutes)

New Words (7-8 minutes)

This week you are going to be working on your superstition persuasive essays.  Sometimes getting started is the hardest part.  So today we are going to review some of the keys to writing a well-crafted introduction – especially the attention getter and the thesis. 

	Anticipatory Set: (Background knowledge)
	Why is the introduction so important?  (Each team come up with a reason -- Student responses)  Who can tell me why the thesis is so important? (Each team come up with a reason -- Student responses)



Lesson Procedure   (The following three categories occur simultaneously)
	Instruction
	Modeling
	Checking for Understanding

	1.   Talk about how the hook and thesis are the two major parts of the intro.  The hook should flow smoothly into the thesis.
2. Discuss how everything in the paper must support the thesis.

3. Go over some various styles of hooks and connect these styles with the 3 appeals (Ethos, Logos, Pathos).  
	1. Show the triangle diagram of the intro.  Model how important it is to have good transitions.
2.  Show examples and non-examples.  Using think aloud strategies, model how students can use the thesis to maintain focus and unity in the paper.
3. Show examples of each style of attention getters and use think aloud to model how students can identify which appeals are being used. 
	1.  Why do we need a hook?  What is the purpose of the thesis?  
2.  Is this a good example?  Why or why not?  What is wrong with this example?  How can you fix it?  
3. Can somebody think of another example of this same style?  Which appeal is being used here?

	Guided Practice


	Mixer Activity: Give each student a sentence strip.  They must move around until they find the others with sentences from the same paragraph (the topics of each one will be different).  Once they have identified that all sentences in their group support the same topic, students should organize the sentences to make the most cohesive paragraph.  And identify which types of appeal (Ethos, Logos, Pathos) is being used.  Each group will briefly share their paragraph and which appeals it employs.

	Independent Practice:  
	Students will look at examples on the screen of hooks and main points and practice writing thesis statements on their own paper.  Some of the examples will include the thesis and the main points and students will supply the hook and identify what kind of appeal they used in the hook.  (Students may choose to work with a partner or alone.  But each student should practice writing thesis and attention getter statements.)

	Closure:
	Have some students share their ideas.  Thank the students for their hard work.  Pass out the outline sheets for those who want to begin their research ahead of time.  Remind the class that we will be doing writing workshop on Wednesday and Friday.  Their research essays are due Friday at the end of class.

	Self Reflection:


	What went well? Why? The moving around activity was great!  Early on Monday it was a great strategy to keep students engaged.  The topics of the mixer paragraphs were also well received by students!
What didn’t go well? Why? Debriefing the mixer activity didn’t go well.  The groups that weren’t presenting lost focus.  The time dragged on.  The groups needed some more accountability measures for during the time, like a half sheet of paper where they should take some notes as to what they will share with the group.  There were some groups that used most of that time for socialization.  I also need to become more assertive in managing the time and giving clear signals to students before and during transitions. 
How can I improve this lesson for future use?  In the future, I would put the text of the mixer activity paragraphs on the PowerPoint so that as each group shared, the other groups could look to the board and see the specific examples.  And incorporate a half page note sheet for the groups to use when they are working with their sentence strips.
Did the lesson accomplish its objectives?  What can I do to help students who are still struggling with this topic? Yes, I believe the lesson did accomplish the objectives.  After this lessons, students demonstrated greater readiness in identifying the attention getters and the rhetorical appeals.  Students were also able to clearly identify the thesis statements, but need more practice on writing their own thesis statements.  In the following lessons, as students get into writing their own papers the teacher (I) can work with students to clarify any linger doubts or uncertainty they have about writing the thesis.




